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In 1951 the original concept, purpose and core 
reason to establish the Friends of the Yeatman 
Hospital was to support the work of the hospital’s 
clinical and administrative staff in their delivery of 
the best healthcare possible which would improve 
the health and wellbeing of our community. 

It doesn’t matter if it was building a new wing 
or ward, or installing a suite of operating theatres, 
or buying six chairs to allow out-patients to 
recover after treatment. Nothing was, or is, too 
big or too small for the Friends to consider.

70 years later these objectives and practices 

remain the same today.
During the history of the Friends, the charity 

has contributed significant sums towards capital 
projects, hospital equipment and patient benefits, 
mainly in the Yeatman itself and more recently 
across the Sherborne Community more widely. In 
the last thirteen years we have spent almost £1.2 
million. During the same period our running costs 
have been just 8% of our average annual income of 
£180,000. We retain funds solely in anticipation 
of significant future spending and in the meantime 
invest them to increase our income. >
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The success of the Friends is due to two 
important groups of people – our volunteers 
/ trustees who have worked tirelessly, and 
unpaid, to raise funds and manage the charity 
and the generosity and goodwill of thousands of 
individuals who have contributed as little as £1 
or bequeathed thousands of £s as legacy gifts. To 
each and every one who have supported us – we 
say thank you.

Throughout our history we have followed 
the path of the Yeatman and its delivery of 
healthcare, so it was not surprising when the 
Hospital extended its patient care into the 
community, that we recognised opportunities to 
offer our support in other ways.

To list the different projects we have 
supported in the past would take you more than a 
week to read, so here is a highlight of our recent 
and current work…

Emotionally Connected Sherborne is a 
community mental health support project which 
the Friends recognised as an important initiative 
which addressed the need to provide support 
across the community to those who have mental 
health challenges. In partnership with the 
Rendezvous Centre, we agreed to contribute to 
the cost of counselling for teenagers faced with 
anxiety, school and peer-group challenges.    

In recent times all of us have had to adapt 
to the impact of COVID and nowhere was the 
impact felt more than at the Yeatman Hospital, 
which has been operating with 35% absentees - 
sickness or unable to recruit. Great credit is due 
to Matron and Staff in maintaining the services 
at near capacity.

Through no fault of the hospital 
management or staff, changes were imposed 
due to staff members contracting COVID, 
the most significant being the closure of the 
Minor Injuries Unit.  From the outset, we 
recognised the impossible staffing challenges 
DHCT had to face because of COVID, and 
while COVID is still active DHCT is to be 
congratulated on its determination to reopen 
the MIUs across the county and keeping faith 
with its community Stewart Lodge Mental 
Health Project. Conscious of maintaining our 
balance of in-reach and out-reach the Friends’ 
appropriate biggest current single capital 
project at the present is that of our support to 
the Stewart Lodge Adult Mental Health Project. 
Notwithstanding a delay in its start date from 
April to May due to Covid contractor supply 

issues, DHCT are expecting to get started in 
May and we are encouraging and achieving 
some traction in that regard.  

Breast Cancer. like COVID, has no friends or 
favourites, no matter if you are male or female.

Yeovil District Hospital launched an appeal to 
raise funds to build a new Breast Cancer Clinic. 

One in two families are, or will be, affected by this 
illness. The Friends recognised and acknowledged 
the importance for Sherborne patients to have 
an effective, local treatment centre, and did not 
hesitate to support this initiative.

While not setting a formal condition on our 
donation, but in recognition of our support, we 
would be grateful if the YDH Appeal Board would 
use its influence on the YDH Board to require 
Breast Cancer Consultations to take place as 
Out-Patient Clinics at The Yeatman Hospital, for 
the convenience of Sherborne residents.

On a lighter note – our 70th anniversary year 
continues to be a busy one. 

A number of different fundraising events 
were recently held as part of our anniversary 
year, and we say thank you to the different 
groups and organisations which created news 
opportunities for our supporters to celebrate 
with us.

 Last Christmas, Cheap Street Church’s 
exhibition of Christmas trees raised funds for 
the Friends; the month before, our anniversary 
year Patron, Richard Hunt hosted Hunt’s Food 
Services Golf Tournament for the charity. 

In March, Leweston School held a Choral 
Concert in recognition of our 70thyear at which 
the school premiered a new work about our 
recent history.  Also in March, Communifit staged 
an excellent 5 and 10K event around Sherborne 
for more than 300 runners, walkers and strollers. 

Dorset artist, Lawrence Belbin, staged his 
annual Art in the Afternoon at Summer Lodge 
on 4th May at which 30 amateur artists enjoyed 
an informal insight into landscape painting and a 
classic Dorset afternoon tea. 

On the 14th May a Thanksgiving service was 
held at Sherborne Abbey, which was followed by 
a reception at which awards were presented to 
volunteers in recognition of support and service 
to the Friends.

If you would like to join us in our celebrations, 
there is a wine tasting at Castle Gardens in 
August and two more Car boot Sales in July and 
September. More information can be found on the 
Friends website; www.friendsoftheyeatman.org.uk
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Since the pandemic, mental health issues have hit 
the headlines: adults, children and young people 
have all been adversely impacted by Covid and 
the Friends have been able to make donations to 
support those organisations working to alleviate 
the symptoms and aid recovery. Funding has been 
provided to all the state schools in Sherborne 
enabling them to provide additional mental health 
provision, supplementing that which they already 
provide within their budget. 

The provision of mental health services at 
the Yeatman is due to change in the next year. 

There is a vision to transform Stewart Lodge 
into a mental health suite bringing all the 
services together into one location, including 
those for older people, other adults, children 
and young people. This will provide a ‘one stop 
shop’ for mental health care in the community 
with the potential to increase the number of 
clinics and appointments.  Work on the new 
facility will begin in May and the Friends have 
already donated £20,000 to begin the process 
of updating the facilities and moving teams into 
the new offices. 

STEWART LODGE

RECRUITMENT
Are your parties the talk of the town? Good at 
organising? Always chatting to others as you 
walk down Cheap Street? Or maybe you are a 
budding author who can pen an interesting story 
for the local press? These are the kinds of skill 
the Friends are looking for in appointing some 
new Trustees. You don’t need A levels, multiple 

degrees or a million in the bank. All you need 
is a heart, a few hours a week, to welcome a 
challenge, to enjoy giving and be willing to join 
Sherborne’s own hospital charity in supporting 
the community. A Trustee application form can 
be found on our website at  
www.friendsoftheyeatman.org.uk 

Friends of The Yeatman Hospital
The Yeatman Hospital, Hospital Lane,
Sherborne, Dorset DT9 3JU
www.friendsoftheyeatman.org.uk

Car Boot Sales 
3rd July and 4th September
The Terraces, Sherborne
9am-12noon

Wine Tasting
7th August
The Butterfly House,  
Castle Gardens, Sherborne
6pm-8.30pm 

Dancing with The Diamonds
29th October
Digby Memorial Church Hall
7pm

FUTURE EVENTS
Further details on any of these events can be found on our website. 
www.friendsoftheyeatman.org.uk

REGISTERED CHARITY NO. 1031326
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