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• Headteacher thanks the Friends for their support 

• Vital to support the youngest to ensure positive futures 

• This is not a quick fix 

• The Friends continue to reach out into the community through Emotionally Committed 
Sherborne  

 
Ian Bartle, Sherborne Primary School Headteacher, wrote this week to thank the Friends of 
Yeatman Hospital for their support in helping the most vulnerable children at the school, during 
this most challenging time. In conjunction with the Rendezvous, children at Sherborne Primary 
are benefitting from the services of a qualified and independent counsellor to support those 
children most at risk. 
 
Ian Bartle commented: 
“As part of the Rendezvous Emotionally Committed Sherborne (ECS) project, which is supported 
by the Friends of the Yeatman Hospital, we were able engage a Counsellor last year to work 
closely with children dealing with bereavement, trauma and other emotional challenges.  
 
“This is not a quick fix and not an easy role. We are tackling high level triggers, negative 
experiences on the children over a long period of time which are embedded in their minds, 
behaviour and presentation. 
  
“The beneficial results can be identified by key factors such as improved attendance, 
minimising exclusions/ serious incidents and most importantly for the children to talk about 
their issues; which will help them now and in their future. 
 
“Now, during this national and global COVID- 19 pandemic, many studies show children 
becoming vulnerable and in need, and for those most vulnerable, this is even more true.  
 
“It is vital that we support our youngest members of society to ensure their positive futures. 
Within the ECS project we also able to support those children in transition from primary to 
secondary school. 

https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/


“Sherborne Primary School has 320 pupils, six of which benefit from counselling. Normally 
these children would have to access CAMHS (Children Mental health Team), but as their 
workload / waiting lists are so high, it is nearly impossible to acquire an appointment. This 
project is safeguarding other essential services for now and in the future.” 
 
Mr Bartle concluded by asking the Friends to continue supporting the school with what he 
considers to be an excellent project for the very vulnerable and needy children in Sherborne 
 
David Hayes, Chairman of the Friends said; “FOYH committed to this project earlier this year, 
and I am pleased to confirm we shall continue to support Emotionally Connected Sherborne 
(ECS) next year in 2021.This is another example of our commitment to support suitable health 
initiatives to benefit the wider Sherborne Community.  We have been fortunate in establishing 
a positive relationship with the Rendezvous through the CEO, Ms Helen Da Silva Wood, and 
Trevor Rogers of the Friends, in support of Emotionally Committed Sherborne. 

END 
 
Further information:   
Friends of The Yeatman Hospital: Tony Meehan 07768 850 855 
Rendezvous – Helen Da Silva Wood – 01935 814496 
Sherborne Primary School – Ian Bartle -01935 812 619 
  
NOTES TO EDITORS 
The Friends of The Yeatman Hospital is a registered charity whose main aims are 

• To provide funds to support additional facilities and equipment to contribute to the efficient 

running of the hospital;  

• To work for the comfort and dignity of the patients; 

• To support suitable health initiatives to the wider Sherborne Community 

• To encourage and foster public support for the Friends of the Yeatman Hospital. 
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